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bassador to China, or Robert
Gates, deputy director of the

in the administration, any CIA
director might feel crowded, a

. National Security Council. House intelligence official

To some hard-liners in he But administration insiders  Says. Bush, for example, is a
Spy W y is “Mild Bill" — say they’ve heard no talk of re- former CIA dimr; Gatesisa
liam Webster placing Webster. former CIA deputy director

as opposed to the rough-and-
tumble World War II intelli-

ggfmw“"’m ‘Wild  mance,” says White House HO&BG Inwllllmnoe Committee.
kesman Roman ebster’s ind ence has
But most people refer to the ”o-me rumors mew.gn"'ﬁ,. ruffied some feawmem
soft-sg'oken Webster as eled by harsh but ymous Last year, he testified before
" an apt sobriquet for . iyicigmg of Webster. A  Congress that the Soviet threat
has brought a large measure of  ,o.4i; Fabruary claimed Web-  !¢ader Mikhail Gorbachev
respectability to the scandal-  gur gy been exciuded from  Were toppled. Cheney com-
P gency. Bush's war councils during the plained he would have an easi-
He's a person of great, toW- o0 wur The report quotedan  ©F time selling his military
ering integrity,” says John Nor- o meq State Departmentof-  budget to it Webster
B O e my  fcial describing Webster as had showed “a litie more re
Law 2’..3 National ;ecurity “pathetic and weak.” straint in his statements.”
Public perceptions of the ., Dut many who have studied  Also, intelligence can be a
CIA and its leadership are par- " CDSer's public career say his  convenient scapegoat for poti-
4 mild exterior can be deceptive. failures, and the director of
ticularly important now, as The FBI under Webeter for gmm e and the director o
Umfinmge Soviet bloc ‘t: ',?32 example, maintained a hotpur-  ably the most visible target.
Cold War subjects, such as eco-  SUit Of COTTUpt public officials. “Irs always easy for policy-
nomic competitiveness. “Look at Abscam,” saysRep. makers ... to blame intelii-
lysts from colleges and the House subcommittee that over- Mark Lowenthal, senior for-
business worid who might be  °°® FBIafiairs. The 1080 case eign policy specialist with the
attracted to an intelligence ca- featured controversial flms of Congressional Research Ser-
reer are turned off by |AWmAkers bribes. vice. “I think Webster was
hints of ofiicial iawlessnessand  ,, "ooser's FBI also bashed  very, very necessary in getting
dirty tricks, experts say the Mafa's ons in  the community back on an
Webster was FBI director 1O%t cities, slashed the num-  even keel after Iran-contra.”
when President Reagan D Of terrorist incidents, took  Some intelligence specialists
named him to head the cxx in [sifrststridesintodruginvest- = say Webster’s international
1987, after the Irancontra af- Sntions and scored its greatest  outiook is limited. “Webster is
fair cast a cloud over the CIA. 75§ Of bigiime spy arrests. 4 nice guy but he's not a strate-
Being called in as a healer _CIA Oficials say Webster, gic thinker,” says exCIA off-
was a case of deja vu Clor fellow at the
ster. Nine years eariier he'd lnnenuonauwtye steeu' 21'1., uof' based National Strategy
been tapped to {-—"&""""" the policymaking sessions. Information Center.
PO eernte & ¢  Incontrast the late Wiliam  But CIA Deputy Director
. e memory of  Casey, Webster's predecessor Gary Foster, the agency's plan-
Iran-contra fading, it's ru- ’ s p ning chiet, insists Webster has
mored that President Bush g ¢ne CIA, was often criticized m a strong system to
plans to replace Webster with for croasing intelligence bound-
someone who has a broader ,ries and an activist
background in world affairs, roje in Reagan’s inner circle.
perhaps James Lilley, US. am- Given the cast of characters

Bush “is very pleased with
Judge Webster's perfor-

and Defense Secretary Dic
Cheneywnsammberotthe
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set long-range priorities
idt;ntli)’tzctnu'e w%rna. and
ul of major concern:
the changing Soviet military
threat, weapons proliferation,
economic and com-
petition, and the political and
economic developments in the
Soviet Union and Europe.
Says Foster: “We're very fo-
cused on what the future is.”

WEBSTER: Ex Judge has By Duvldolu UAY
abikty to the mmuw of respect:
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